
 

 
Pitchford Street 

Stratford             
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Tel: 020 8262 2121 

 

 

23 March 2020 

 
Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

Covid 19/Coronavirus Update - 23/03/2020 
 

Thank you again for your ongoing support. I hope today has been manageable for everyone. 

 

A few messages: 
 

Virtual school Years 10 - 13 

A reminder that this begins on Wednesday 25th March at 8:30am. Students will follow their usual timetables 

apart from coaching on a Monday and Tuesday and projects (and independent study for Sixth Form.) Please 

contact the school in the normal way if your child is ill and cannot attend  (email - 
attendance@school21.org.uk or calling the school on 0208 262 2121 (option 1) before 8:30am). 

 

The Government has not been totally  clear how they will allocate grades for GCSE and A-levels this year. 

We think we may have to submit teacher judgements based on student work and other factors. The exams 
regulator, Ofqual, will then review and cross reference. Based on this uncertainty we will be working with 

Year 11s and 13 over the next two weeks to ensure we have the best evidence of their work, in addition 

to and regardless of what has gone before. 

 

The virtual school will not run over the easter holidays. 
 

Any problems 

 

Key contacts:  
Head of Secondary: Ms Futo rfuto@school21.org.uk 

Head of Six21: Ms Spencer kspencer@school21.org.uk 

 

Or: virtualclassroom@school21.org.uk  

 
Children eligible for free school meals  

From today we have provided weekly Tesco vouchers of £15 per pupil in order to support increased food 

costs. This is for families where children are eligible for free school meals. 

 
Vouchers will be sent out via email at the beginning of each week while we are closed, excluding weeks that 

would otherwise have been school holidays. Vouchers can be used online, or scanned at the till directly 

from your smartphone or other mobile device. No printing is required. 

 

If you do not have access to a mobile device which can be used to display vouchers, please get in touch 
with us by calling the school reception on 0208 262 212 or come in to the school reception office and we 

will arrange for a physical gift card to be posted to you. Whilst we will work to get these to you as fast as 

we can, there may be a slight delay in receiving these due to the postal system. 

If you have any questions regarding this, please do not hesitate to get in touch with Jenny Ansell 

jansell@school21.org.uk 
 

Crowdfunding for those hardest hit 

Over the weekend, some staff at School 21 set up a fundraising campaign to help support people in our 

community who may be struggling in current circumstances. Although the government does appear to have 
put support in place, this could take time to reach families and there may be gaps in coverage.  

mailto:rfuto@school21.org.uk
mailto:kspencer@school21.org.uk
mailto:virtualclassroom@school21.org.uk
mailto:jansell@school21.org.uk


 

The plan is to distribute funds raised, by the end of this week, to those who need it the most.  This will not 

be a huge amount of money, but for those who are in the most difficult situations (for example, people who 
have lost their income or job or who can’t get work because they are caring), it might be a small help.  

 

You have three options: 

 
Ask for help -  If you need our help, we ask you to fill in this form to ensure we can get the support to 

you by the end of the week. There is no way of means-testing this - it is based on trust.  

 

Pass -  Do not sign-up. If you choose this option, you are supporting the cause, by allowing your ‘share’ of 

the money to be re-distributed to those who really need it. 
 

Give - If you are financially secure, you are more than welcome to donate (anonymously) to the 

GoFundMe campaign by this Wednesday. Of course, there is absolutely no expectation for you to do so.  

 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/s21-family-
support?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_campaign=p_cf+share-flow-1 

 

We will aim to distribute any money raised for those who have asked for help by Friday at the latest. The 

funds will be evenly distributed amongst those who have asked for help. 
 

Staying at home 

We will be open for a very small number of families tomorrow but I think it is important to remember the 

general instruction (set-out below). If we can be at home at this time we should be - that’s the best way we 

can help everyone.  
 

 

.  

 

All government guidance here: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus, I am sure more will follow. 

 

As ever please get in touch with any questions or concerns (or ideas you want to share with our school 

community) 
 

Stay safe everyone.  

 
Yours faithfully, 

 
O de Botton 

Headteacher 
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