
 
CURRICULUM OVERVIEW - AUTUMN TERM 1 AND 2  

 

Reading This half term we will be looking at The Rabbits by John Marsden and Shaun 
Tan. We will also be continuing with Floodlands by Marcus Sedgwick as a 
class novel. The students continue to read independently every morning and 
take Accelerated Reader quizzes. 

Writing This half term we will be learning about colonialism and neocolonialism. The 
students will be developing their own picture book, with a particular focus on 
symbolism, about a story of neocolonialism. 

Maths In maths the students will be learning about: 
- Line graphs 
- Timetables 
- Multiplication 
- Division 
- Perimeter and area 

Science In science this half term the students will be looking at forces. They will learn 
all about gravity, air resistance and friction as they test various hypotheses in 
different experiments. 

Project This half term we will be continuing with our robotics project. Now that the 
students have matured into expert coders, we will be looking at real world 
environmental problems and designing our very own mechanical prototypes to 
solve them. How can we use machinery to test buildings for earthquakes? How 
can coding help clean up our oceans? Could robots be the solution to climate 
change? 

Drama Year 5 are currently exploring Enda Walsh's adaptation of The Twits.They are 
focusing in on how to use their bodies to portray character and this will 
culminate in them creating a monologue as one of the characters from The 
Twits 

Music Year 5 are being introduced to the band project this term, and developing early 
ensemble and mastery skills on an instrument as part of a string orchestra, Big 
band or wind band. They are learning new pieces, exploring notation and 
learning the basics of improvisation  

PE EvoGOALS 
Combine and transferring the expertise necessary to score goals in a variety of 
Goal Based Games; Hockey, Handball and Football. 

Spanish  Year 5 will continue to explore storytelling in Spanish, building towards reading 
longer stories and creating their own short adventures  

Art/DT This term Year 5 will be continuing their Animal Headdress project. Students 
have been playing the role of costume designer, creating a headpiece based 
on those in the stage production of Lion King, the Musical. Students will be 
exposed to various techniques including Papier-mâché and painting. 

 



CURRICULUM OVERVIEW - SPRING 1 
 
 

Reading During the first half of Spring term, Year 5 will be reading the book Private 
Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo as a class. They will be looking specifically at 
bravery in the First World War, exploring this theme from the perspective of 
family life. 

Writing Using Private Peaceful as their grounding text, year 5 will be exploring family 
life in the First World War. They will then develop their own artefacts in the 
form of 'non-fiction fiction' e.g a mixture of newspaper articles, diary entries, 
governmental reports and radio broadcast scripts. 

Maths In the first half of Spring term, year 5 will be covering the following 
mathematical topics: 
 
- Perimeter and Area 
- Fractions and Decimals 
- Angles 

Science In science Yr 5 will start looking at space. The focus of the first half-term will be 
to look at the sun, the solar system and the different phases of the moon. We 
will finish the term by exploring the solar system with the help of a planetarium. 

Project Using their grounding text from English, Private Peaceful, year 5 will be 
exploring the micro-stories of the First World War. They will be acting as 
curators, working towards developing a museum of authentic artefacts that 
displays stories of bravery during this period. 

Drama During the Spring term Year 5 will be immersing themselves in a strange and 
wonderful world of Edgar Allan Poe's The Raven. They will be playing families 
living in a tower block, when some strange things begin to happen in a 
particular flat. The tap, tap, tapping can become unbearable, how will they 
cope? Will they investigate..? Of course they will, but they may not be ready for 
what they find... 

PE EvoRUN will be a grit based challenge which will test students mindset, how 
they deal with difficult challenges and provide a platform for them to feel 
genuine success when they aim to run as far as possible in 21 minutes. 

Spanish  This half term students will be learning about places in town in Spanish. They 
will learn how to invite someone and will work towards creating dialogues. 
They will also explore storytelling through music and song.  

Art/DT This term Year 5 will be challenged to think like app designers. Students will 
explore a range of apps, identifying the purpose and critiquing their design 
aesthetics. This research will inform the students design process where they 
will craft their own app design. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 



CURRICULUM OVERVIEW - SPRING 2 
 

Reading This half term Year 5 are looking at poetry from World War One. They are 
expanding on their knowledge from Private Peaceful last half term and using 
their knowledge to analyse Wilfred Owen poems, looking closely at the 
intended effects of specific poetry techniques on the reader. 

Writing Year 5 will be using their knowledge of poetry to write their own World War 
One poems in trios. They will be focusing on the use of specific poetry 
techniques for writing such as alliteration, repetition, onomatopoeia, 
punctuation for effect, enjambment and caesura. They will then be looking at 
performance techniques to develop films of these 
poems for exhibition. 

Maths Year 5 topics in maths this half term are: angles, types of angles, using 
protractors, investigating angle problems, fractions and percentages, add, 
subtract and multiply fractions, calculate fractions and percentages, solve 
problems involving percentages, decimals and fractions. transformations; use 
coordinates to describe a position, 
represent a shape as a translation or reflection. 

Science Year 5 are becoming biologists as they explore the world of living organisms. 
They will investigate the characteristics that define different living things, 
different animals' life cycles and reproduction, the habitats that creatures live in 
and how creatures adapt to survive in even the harshest environments. 

Project In project, we are working alongside our reading and writing curriculum using 
this time to continue our work on World War One, now developing our own 
characters in groups of three to plan for our poems which will be performed 
and filmed for exhibition. 

Drama During the Spring term Year 5 will be immersing themselves in a strange and 
wonderful world of Edgar Allan Poe's The Raven. They will be playing families 
living in a tower block, when some strange things begin to happen in a 
particular flat. The tap, tap, tapping can become unbearable, how will they 
cope? Will they investigate..? Of course they will, but they may not be ready for 
what they find... 

Music Y5 have formed small ensembles this term, and are focusing on the individual 
mastery of their instrument, including playing technique, tuning, and tone. They 
are learning notation within a performance setting, and continue to focus on 
developing their listening, timing and awareness of others as part of an 
ensemble. They will all share their work at the Y5/6 Tea Party recital on 
Thursday 4th April. 

PE This term Year 5 will be taking part in EvoNet. They will be focusing on 
developing their expertise in net games (badminton, table tennis, volleyball), 
looking to enhance their individual skills to help outwit an opponent in a 
competitive situation. They will also be learning the rules of each individual 
sport and how to officiate matches.  

Spanish  This half term student will create their first class story based on the topic of 
school. They will learn how to describe their school environment and daily 
routines. Students will learn a Spanish song and begin writing their own 
stories. 



CURRICULUM OVERVIEW - SUMMER 1 
 
 
 

Reading We will be reading The Highwayman by Alfred Noyes. Classes will be focusing 
on how the writer develops character, uses gothic character techniques to build 
suspense and atmosphere as well as gaining an understanding of how a writer 
constructs a narrative.  

Writing This half term Year 5 will be rewriting the story of The Highwayman from 
poetry to prose. Students will be required to use their in-depth knowledge of 
the story and apply relevant techniques identified in the poet's work in their own 
versions.  

Maths In maths this half term Year 5 will be focusing on percentages, fractions and 
decimals, coordinates to describe positions on a grid, translation and reflection 
of shapes and converting units of measure (time, length, weight) 

Science This half term in science year 5 will be looking at human development and                           
reproduction. They will be learning about the human life cycle and describing the                         
changes as humans develop to old age. 

Project Over Summer 1 we will be honing our art skills in Year 5 as we illustrate our 
own versions of The Highwayman poem using techniques such as ink and 
charcoal sketching.  

Drama This term Year 5 will be studying and exploring Shakespeare’s A Midsummer 
Night's Dream. They will be exploring the ever complex plot and going on the 
journey of the play. Looking at how to comfortably use Shakespearean language 
as well as being able to perform these magical worlds in a new and exciting way. 

Music Year 5 are focusing on creating a groove through improvisation for the Band 
Project this term. They continue to develop their mastery through instrumental 
lessons and their ensemble skills through the full class rehearsals that we have 
every lesson. The pieces they are working on will be performed at the Gala 
concert at the end of the summer term. 

PE This half term year 5 will be revisiting and further developing their expertise in 
Cricket, focusing on gaining a deeper understanding of the tactical elements 
required to be successful in a game situation. Alongside this they will be 
introduced to rounders, as well as learning the key techniques needed for a 
variety of track and field events (athletics). This is all in preparation for the 
middle school sports day which will give pupils a platform to showcase their new 
skills in a competitive environment. 

Spanish This half term students will learn how to invite someone and answer to an 
invitation to go somewhere in town or elsewhere. They will also learn about 
places in Spain and in Latin American and interact in Spanish in order to create 
dialogues with a friend. Students will learn a Spanish song. 

 
 



 
CURRICULUM OVERVIEW – SUMMER 2 

 

Reading This term Year 5 are beginning what will be a four-year journey in English, concentrating on the 
idea of 'Harmony' and the principles behind it. We are focusing on the principle of 
'interdependence' in nature and how we can learn from nature to live more interdependently. This 
project will explore this principle through three texts: Wolf Brother (fiction), The Lost Words 
(picture text) and The Wolves of Yellowstone Park. 

Writing As part of our Harmony and Interdependency reading project year 5 will be creating their own 
field-text about the living things that work interdependently in our local ecosystems. As part of 
their surgery project, students in year 5 will be working towards developing a playscript based on 
a specific era from the chronology of medicine, which they will then develop into performance 
pieces. 

Maths This half term year 5 will stretching their maths skills in units of measurement and also on 
calculating with whole numbers and decimals. Students will also investigate volume as well as 2D 
and 3D shapes. 

Science In Science, year 5 will be looking at interdependence and adaptation to extend their knowledge of                               
the way in which plants and animals in different habitats depend upon each other and are suited to                                   
their environment. Students will relate feeding relationships to knowledge of plant nutrition, and                         
complete experimental and investigative work focusing on: 
• making careful observations and measurements  
• using results to draw conclusions and suggesting explanations for these using scientific knowledge                           
and understanding. 
The students will also be given opportunities to explain feeding relationships in a habitat in terms                               
of scientific knowledge and understand and consider ways in which living things and the                           
environment need protection. 

Project This half term in project year 5 are learning about the history of medicine from prehistoric times 
all the way through to present day, with a particular focus on the development of surgery. As part 
of their final product, the students will be writing their own scripts for a period of time in history 
to explain the key development of that era. They will then perform these scripts together to 
create a play that shows the chronology of medicine and surgery through time. 

Drama This term Year 5 will be studying and exploring Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Nights’ Dream. They 
will be exploring the ever complex plot and going on the journey of the play. Looking at how to 
comfortably use Shakespearean language as well as being able to perform these magical worlds in a 
new and exciting way. 

Music Year 5 are focusing on creating a groove through improvisation for the Band Project this term. 
They continue to develop their mastery through instrumental lessons and their ensemble skills 
through the full class rehearsals that we have every lesson. The pieces they are working on will be 
performed at a Gala concert at the end of the summer term. 

PE This half term year 5 will be revisiting and further developing their expertise in Cricket, focusing 
on gaining a deeper understanding of the tactical elements required to be successful in a game 
situation. Alongside this they will be introduced to rounders, as well as learning the key techniques 
needed for a variety of track and field events (athletics). This is all in preparation for the middle 
school sports day which will give pupils a platform to showcase their new skills in a competitive 
environment. 

Spanish This half term students will learn how to give opinions on the topic of food. They will explore the 
way in which reading, storytelling and singing in Spanish can help us to acquire the language 
without having to memorise. Students will learn a Spanish song and begin writing their own lyrics. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


