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18 September 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

Parental Newsletter - 18/09/2020 
 

It has been another fantastic week. All School 21 pupils are showing such care and kindness. Amid the 

difficulties this is so heartening to see. 

 

You may have seen in the news information about testing capacity. We have been in constant touch with 

Newham public health to ensure we have all the information we need should we experience any difficulties. 

 

The rest of the newsletter contains: 

 

1. Reminder notices 

2. Updates from all our small schools  

3. Library News 

 

Notices: 
 

If you are late….we won’t wait 

It is incredibly important that you come to school at your allotted time - not before and not after. If you 

come too early there could be bunching at the gate. If you arrive late there could be difficulty as we need 

to close the gates on time so we can keep the site secure. Thanks for your ongoing support.  

 

Back to school information 

All back to school information is on our website: https://www.school21.org.uk/news-events. This includes 

our published risk assessment 

 

Absence reporting - your health is our health 

If your child is absence for any reason related to covid-19 (self-isolating, waiting for a test, symptoms) 

please put Covid-19 in the title of your email to attendance@school21.org.uk (or say Covid-19 when 
calling absence in on 020 8262 2121 Option 1).  
 

https://www.school21.org.uk/news-events
mailto:attendance@school21.org.uk


 
 

Key contacts are below. 
 

Key Contacts: 

 

Head of Standards 4-18 - ecoogan@school21.org.uk 

Head of Pupil Support 4-18 - sshaldas@school21.org.uk 

Head of Inclusion - cdilger@school21.org.uk 

Head of Primary - mdrummond@school21.org.uk 

Head of Middle - akyrk@school21.org.uk 

Head of Secondary - rfuto@school21.org.uk 

Head of Six21 - kspencer@school21.org.uk 

  

 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 

I am excited to be back in the school library and can’t wait to help your child choose their books and help 

develop their passion for reading! 

The library looks a little different at the moment, but we still have a great selection of books to browse. At 

the moment only four students at any one time are allowed in the library (to meet social distancing 
requirements), and face coverings must be worn by students Year 7 and above. 

Please encourage your child to look after library books and return them on time. 

If your child borrowed any books before lockdown, could you please return them to me as soon as 
possible so that other readers can enjoy them. 

I’m also happy to announce that there is a new eBook/audio book system which can be accessed here: 

https://school21.eplatform.co/account/logon 

There are lots of fantastic titles to choose from! 

The login details are the same as your child’s school Google account. 

Mrs Fisher 
Librarian 

 

mailto:ecoogan@school21.org.uk
mailto:sshaldas@school21.org.uk
mailto:cdilger@school21.org.uk
mailto:mdrummond@school21.org.uk
mailto:akyrk@school21.org.uk
mailto:rfuto@school21.org.uk
mailto:kspecner@school21.org.uk
https://school21.eplatform.co/account/logon


 
 

 

Primary 
 

A huge thank you to all of our parental community who have been so supportive in our first two weeks of 

opening up fully to all of our students. Your kind words and efforts to follow our new procedures are 

greatly appreciated!  

 

When collecting or dropping off your child, please remember to follow social distancing guidelines and not 

gather in groups. We also ask that you do not linger at drop off and collection points to help avoid 

congestion.   

 

RECOGNITION 

Well done to our Huda Humanity superstars this week! Thank you all for going above and beyond in 

showing kindness and understanding to others! Well done to Lewis, Yaqoub, Kadijatou, Samiira, Esme, 

Muhammad, Bella, Orla-Rose, Luca, Kevin, Ermal and Keya. Next week we will celebrate Ebo Excellence! A 

special thank you to the parents who joined us for our assembly - hopefully we can see even more of you 

there next week!  

 

IF YOU ARE LATE - WE WON’T WAIT 

Please make sure you are on time. If you are late that increases the risk of pods mixing and is not helping 

to keep our school and wider community as safe as possible.  

 

If you are coming into the school (only for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 parents) you MUST wear a mask. 

You will be asked to wait outside the gates if you do not have a mask.  

 

We are not having scooters or bikes on site at this time. 
 

If you do not have a mask at collection time, you will have to wait until ALL other 

children are collected and your class teacher is able to bring your child to the front 

gate.  
 

Please see below for a reminder of times and locations 

 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 

Entrance: 8:30am - 8:40am  

Location: Double gate on Pitchford Street - gate will close at 8:40am 

Exit: 2:50pm - 3:00pm  



Location: Double gate on Pitchford Street - gate will close at 3:00pm  

 

Year 3 and Year 4 

Entrance: 8:30am - 8:40am  

Location: Double gate in the alleyway - gate will close at 8:40am 

Exit: 2:50pm - 3:00pm  

Location: Double gate in the alleyway - gate will close at 3:00pm  

 

ANYONE ARRIVING AFTER 8:40am WILL BE MARKED LATE. ANYONE ARRIVING TO 

COLLECT AFTER 3PM WILL BE LATE AND CONTACTED BY A MEMBER OF THE 

SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM.  

 

IF YOUR CHILD OR ANYONE IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD IS DISPLAYING SYMPTOMS OF COVID 19 

PLEASE KEEP YOUR CHILD HOME AND SEEK ADVICE FROM 111. 

 

LUNCHES 

Thank you for your feedback on the lunch ordering system over the last two weeks. Due to this new 

system not being as successful as we had hoped it would be, we are returning to students being served 

from the primary hall. All year groups will continue to have staggered eating and playtimes to ensure 

bubbles are kept apart. Some year groups will eat in the hall and some will eat in their classrooms, this is to 

help facilitate the staggered timings. You will no longer need to pre-order a hot lunch for your child. The 

three week menu is below, next week is week 3.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



UNIFORM SWAP 

If you are missing any PE kit or other uniform pieces, including ties, jumpers, trousers or shirts, please 

contact our brilliant pastoral lead at jsmall@school21.org.uk  and we will be in touch to see if we have 

items we can provide. Currently we do not have the capacity to accept any further donations at 

this time.  

 

CLUBS/ALTERNATIVE COLLECTION 

If your child is being collected by an after school club provider or by an alternative adult (relative/friend 

etc.) please email your class teacher to let them know of this arrangement to avoid any delays in collection. 

Please also ensure the person collecting your child knows your password for collection.  

 

ASSEMBLY 

We invite all parents to join us every Friday for our celebration assembly at 9:00am with this link here. In 

this assembly we will celebrate our values and recognise students who have gone above and beyond in 

displaying them in class and during play times. They will receive a certificate in their class and bring them 

home!  

 

The Big Draw 2020 - The Climate of Change 

It's that time of year again and a global pandemic will not stop us from expressing our creativity at School 

21! All over the country children will be taking part in the annual Big Draw Festival and so are we! This 

year our theme is "A Climate of Change", focusing on saving our planet and sustainability. 

Usually we would all come together as a school community to celebrate the joy of drawing together. Even 

though things may be different this year, we are going online to be together as a community! On 16th 

October 2020 at 1:30pm we will all be meeting online to have our first ever live streamed Big Draw 

Festival. (link will be sent closer to the event)  

Leading up to this event the children will be creating all sorts of amazing things in their art lessons to create 

a huge underwater seascape, representing our "class bubbles" which we have strengthened this term due to 

Covid 19. We will also be learning about how to raise awareness of climate change and the dangers to our 

seas. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - all events will be virtual  

 

EVERY Friday 9:00am - Primary celebration assembly https://meet.google.com/qfr-phpu-qxi  

Week beginning 28/09/2020 - Meet the team sessions (more information to follow)  

Week beginning 05/10/2020 - Zoom into the room (previously known as ‘Bring a parent to school week’) - 

Maths meeting focus (more information to follow)  

Friday 09/10/2020 - World mental health day - wear something yellow! 

Friday 16/10/2020 - Big Draw event (more information to follow)  

26/10/2020 - 30/10/2020 - Half Term  

 

Meg Drummond 

Head of Primary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jsmall@school21.org.uk
https://meet.google.com/qfr-phpu-qxi
https://meet.google.com/qfr-phpu-qxi


Middle  

RECOGNITION 
We had another HUGE week of recognition in Middle School! We’ve cracked 1000 names on the menti 

board again… will there be any students who have reached their first milestone badge for the year? We 

will find out on Monday at our Meet Up! Well done everyone for demonstrating our values of Humanity, 

Community, Openness, Responsibility and Excellence!  
 

 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA USAGE 
Over the Middle School years it is likely that children will have more access to the internet, and therefore 

will be eager to use social media on phones and other devices. We do teach and promote online safety in 

our lessons, through assemblies and dedicated events, however, it is vital that school has support from 

parents and carers at home as well. We ask that parents educate themselves on social media 

platforms and carefully monitor your child’s activity when they are online. Social media sites 

(TikTok, Snapchat, Music.aly, Instagram etc) have age limits of 13 years to help keep children 

safe online. For WhatsApp the age is 16 years. More information about age restrictions is available 

here.  

 
Keeping open communication with your child about their online access and usage is advised. A more 

detailed guide about supporting your child is available here. If you have any concerns about what your child 

is accessing online, or interactions they may be having and need support from the school, you can speak to 

your child’s coach in the first instance.  
 

COACHES / CLASS TEACHERS IN MIDDLE SCHOOL 
Please remember that your child’s coach or class teacher is the best first contact if you have any questions 

or concerns. A list of their email addresses is below. Please remember that teachers are often busy during 

the day, but will respond to you within 24 hours in most cases. Please also remember to uphold our values 

in your communications and to be mindful of messaging outside school hours.  
 

MASKS IN YEAR 7/8  

It is imperative that all students in Years 7 and 8 bring a mask to school with them. Please support the 

school in keeping to our safety guidelines by checking your child is bringing theirs. We will contact home if 

students are missing theirs. 

 

 

 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/age-restrictions-social-media-services
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-guide-to-support-a-z/parents-guide-to-support-social-media-and-the-internet/


Year 5 

Snowdon - Mr Hodson - rhodson@school21.org.uk 

Machu Picchu - Ms Chartres - cchartres@school21.org.uk 

Matterhorn - Ms Turner - mturner@school21.org.uk 
 

Year 6 

Kosciuszko - Mr Anderson - sanderson@school21.org.uk 

Kilimanjaro - Ms Ejvet - aejvet@school21.org.uk 

Everest - Ms Higgins - rhiggins@school21.org.uk 

 

Year 7 

Ben Nevis - Ms Druce - adruce@school21.org.uk 

Rockies - Ms Paul - apaul@school21.org.uk 

Himalayas - Ms Spedding - rspedding@school21.org.uk 
 

Year 8  

Olympus - Mr Thompson / Mr Kidd - dthompson@school21.org.uk / kkidd@school21.org.uk  

Fuji - Mr Suleyman / Ms Linehan - esuleyman@school21.org.uk / alinehan@school21.org.uk  

Mont Blanc - Ms Freed / Ms Grosvenor - afreed@school21.org.uk / kgrosvenor@school21.org.uk  

 

LUNCHES 
Please see the menu below for Years 5 - 8.  

 
Year 5/6 still have their lunches delivered to classrooms and will be asked their preference by teachers 

each morning. Year 7 and 8 have their lunches in the canteen (one year group at a time) and will need to 

ensure they have money on their lunch accounts through ParentPay. Details of how to do this are below.  
 

In Year 7 and 8 school dinners need to be paid for unless they are eligible for Free School Meals. If you 

need more information on how to top up your child’s ParentPay account, please click here.  If you have a 

secondary aged child (Year 7 - Year 13) your circumstances have changed, you can apply for free school 

meals via the link below. It is actually very helpful for the school if you apply regardless of your 

circumstance or whether you have applied before. Please get in touch with Ms Nandra 

rnandra@school21.org.uk if you have any questions, concerns or technical issues with ParentPay. 
https://newham-self.achieveservice.com/service/Application_for_Free_School_Meals 
 

      

Week 

1 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Burger in a bun 

and chips & 

sweetcorn 

Chicken stir 

fry noodles 

BBQ chicken and 

rice 

Roast turkey, roast 

potatoes and 

swede 

Fish finger, new 

potatoes and 

peas 

Quorn burger in 

a bun and chips 

and sweetcorn 

Quorn sweet 

potato curry 

and broccoli 

Quorn sweet 

potato curry and 

cauliflower 

Cheese and onion 

slices, roast 

potatoes and 

swede 

Cheese and 

leek flan, new 

potatoes and 

peas 

Cheese 

sandwich 

Cheese 

sandwich 
Cheese sandwich Cheese sandwich 

Cheese 

sandwich 

Tuna sandwich 
Tuna 

sandwich 
Tuna sandwich Tuna sandwich Tuna sandwich 

 

 
 

    

mailto:rhodson@school21.org.uk
mailto:cchartres@school21.org.uk
mailto:mturner@school21.org.uk
mailto:sanderson@school21.org.uk
mailto:aejvet@school21.org.uk
mailto:rhiggins@school21.org.uk
mailto:adruce@school21.org.uk
mailto:apaul@school21.org.uk
mailto:rspedding@school21.org.uk
mailto:dthompson@school21.org.uk
mailto:kkidd@school21.org.uk
mailto:esuleyman@school21.org.uk
mailto:alinehan@school21.org.uk
mailto:afreed@school21.org.uk
mailto:kgrosvenor@school21.org.uk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W_GlDaz_IGrYhjEuluqsUEbj-Ic2QGAT/view?usp=sharing
mailto:rnandra@school21.org.uk
https://newham-self.achieveservice.com/service/Application_for_Free_School_Meals


 
Week Two 

    

Week 

2 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Jacket potato 

cheese and 

beans 

Chicken pasta 

bake 
Beef lasagne 

Roast chicken, 

roasted new 

potatoes and 

runner beans 

Sausage, chips 

and baked 

beans 

Jacket potato 

tuna and 

sweetcorn 

Macaroni 

cheese and 

broccoli 

Veggie quesadilla 

and cauliflower 

Quorn sausage 

toad in the hole, 

new potatoes and 

runner beans 

Quorn sausage, 

chips and 

sweetcorn 

Cheese 

sandwich 

Cheese 

sandwich 
Cheese sandwich Cheese sandwich 

Cheese 

sandwich 

Tuna sandwich 
Tuna 

sandwich 
Tuna sandwich Tuna sandwich Tuna sandwich 

 

 
 

    

 
Week Three 

    

Week 

3 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Tuna pasta bake 

and sweetcorn 

Beef curry and 

rice with peas 

Tikka chicken 

pizza with corn 

on the cob 

Spaghetti bolognese 

and carrots 

Fish and chips, 

baked beans 

and peas 

Macaroni cheese 

and sweetcorn 

Mixed veg 

curry with 

rice and peas 

Cheese and 

tomato pizza, 

corn on the cob 

Veggie bolognese 

and carrots 

Spanish 

omelette and 

chips, beans and 

peas 

Cheese 

sandwich 

Cheese 

sandwich 
Cheese sandwich Cheese sandwich 

Cheese 

sandwich 

Tuna sandwich 
Tuna 

sandwich 
Tuna sandwich Tuna sandwich Tuna sandwich 

 

WATER BOTTLES 
Please remember to send your child to school each day with a water bottle. At the moment 

water bubblers are turned off as they cannot be used for safety reasons. However, there are 

water dispensers for filling up bottles. We are not able to provide cups for children without a 

bottle.  
 

IMPORTANT MIDDLE SCHOOL LINKS 
To sign up to give your child permission to walk home alone, please use this link.  
To sign up to your child’s virtual classroom to receive notifications of their home tasks, please use this link. 
To notify us if your child is being collected by an after school care provider, please use this link.  

 

Anna Kyrk 

Head of Middle School 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/Aixk2dXGWoXi99UF8
https://forms.gle/kdLLEy6S3xH4RGDF7
https://forms.gle/jaqottwrm56qqUAa8


Secondary 
 

Recognition 

 
 

 
 

 

   Entry and Exit Times 
 

 



 

*Your child will stay till 3:10pm if they have a 3:1 with their coach 
 

 
*Your child will stay till 3:10pm if they have a 3:1 with their coach 
**Your child will leave at 12:10pm for the Real World Learning Placement to work from home, some 

   students will stay on site to be supported to access online learning.  
 

 
*Your child will stay till 3:10pm if they have a 3:1 with their coach 
 
Reminders: 

UNIFORM 

Please make sure your child comes to school wearing their full school uniform, including black shoes (not 

trainers).  

 

On days when they have PE, they need to attend school in their full PE kit. Please make sure they bring a 

plain jumper or their blazer to keep warm - they will not be allowed to wear hoodies in lessons.  

 

WATER BOTTLE 

Please remember to send your child to school each day with a water bottle. At the moment water bubblers 

are turned off as they cannot be used for safety reasons. However, there are water dispensers for filling up 

bottles. We are not able to provide cups for children without a bottle.  

 

STUDENT MASKS 

Your child must bring a mask to school and wear this in the corridor at all times. If your child is exempt, 

please contact your child’s head of year. Students who do not have a mask will lose a professionalism point.  

 

Rachael Futo 

Head of Secondary 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Six 21 
Thank you to all of our students and parents for their amazing efforts to keep everyone safe. The systems 

within sixth form are being conformed to extremely well and this means that we are able to start planning 

additional provision. We will be looking to increase the time students can be on site over the coming 

weeks in order to maximise the progress of all students whilst maintaining the safety of everyone within 

our community. 

 

Lunch 

The new lunch system is now working smoothly. Students are welcome to leave the site to eat or socialise 

off-site as long as they are back on site by 1:25pm on Mondays and 1:45pm all other days. A reminder that 

we cannot facilitate late arrivals. Students are welcome to eat cold packed lunches on site either outdoors 

or in their year group classrooms. School lunches must be pre-ordered. This must be done via the Y12/13 

forms below as the sixth form canteen is separate to the rest of the school. The forms for the next 2 

weeks are below: 

 

Lunch form for w/c 21st September Deadline 6:00pm Sunday 20th September 

Form for w/c 28th September Deadline 6:00pm Sunday 27th September 

 

Entry and Exit Times 
 

In order to keep everyone as safe as possible we are continuing with our staggered arrival times. If students 

have independent study first thing, then they arrive in the second window. We are unable to accommodate 

late arrivals. A reminder of the different arrivals are in the table below. Students leave the site once they 

have finished with their timetabled commitments and meetings for the day. The latest this will be for the 

foreseeable future is 4:00pm on a Monday and 3:30pm all other days of the week. As young adults, students 

are expected to manage their own diaries and we are happy to support anyone who needs advice or is 

struggling. 

 

 

 

 
 

Absences 
If your child is unwell and cannot attend school, then a parent or guardian must contact the school directly 

before 8:30am. You can either email attendance@school21.org.uk or ring the main reception on 020 8262 

2121 and press Option 1. Please note that if you do call to report an absence, you must dial the extension 

for the attendance line not the sixth form or their absence will not be authorised. Despite the older age of 

students in sixth form we must still have contact from a parent or guardian in the event of an absence in 

order to ensure we are safeguarding all of the young people in our care. If your absence is due to Covid 

symptoms (high temperature, cough, lack of taste or smell) then please make sure you clearly state this 

when reporting the absence. 

 

If your child has a pre-arranged appointment during school hours then please email lnur@school21.org.uk 

with details and proof of the appointment at least 24 hours before the appointment. Please avoid scheduling 

appointments during school hours and only do so in an emergency. If you need to continually schedule 

appointments during school hours we will need to meet with you to discuss your situation.  

 

https://forms.gle/rwYkC5ACpm94fgtq8
https://forms.gle/9QFa1KByzA7BsDs49
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&to=attendance%40school21.org.uk&authuser=0
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&to=attendance%40school21.org.uk&authuser=0
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&to=lnur%40school21.org.uk&authuser=0
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&to=lnur%40school21.org.uk&authuser=0


If a student needs to isolate due to Coronavirus (ie they are well enough to be in school) then they should 

contact their teachers to ensure they are able to access learning remotely, including joining parts of the 

lesson virtually where appropriate. 

 

YEAR 12 

This week Year 12 added ‘Curriculum 21’ to their week, participating in our trailblazing Real World 

Learning Programme on Tuesdays and completing a tailored study skills programme on Thursdays in order 

to maximise their success in sixth form. Our external partners are excited to be working with so many 

amazing students. They are working remotely for the time being in order to keep everyone as safe as 

possible. 

 

Students are completing their probationary period in their subjects at the moment and this will be followed 

by their contract signing and a parents’ evening in October. More details are in the separate welcome letter 

which was sent to all Year 12 parents last week - if you did not receive this please email info@six21.org.uk 

as that means that our contact details for you are not accurate. We have been so impressed by the 

maturity of our new students and their passion for learning and success! 

 

YEAR 13 

Year 13 have had a phenomenal start to the year with teachers feeding back on their maturity, 

determination and passion! They are also working hard on their UCAS applications and inspiring us all with 

their fantastic personal statements. Our goal is for all students to apply by the end of October, ahead of 

approximately 90% of their peers and we are delighted that students are rising to this challenge! Year 13 

are also preparing for their first assessment window in the week commencing 28th September and will 

receive updated predictions in October. 

 

Karenann Spencer 

Head of Six21 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 
Oli de Botton 

Headteacher 

 

mailto:info@six21.org.uk

