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12 June 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Parent Letter – 12/06/2020 
 

Thank you again for your support as we have opened slowly to more children this week. I hope it has been 

a positive experience but please get in touch if we can support this transition further. Next week we 

welcome back groups of Year 10s and 12s - all information has been distributed separately. 

 
Anti-racism: equity, inclusion, diversity  

After initial reflections and support last week, this week we have been working with all students across the 

school to think about how we redouble our efforts to tackle racism in all its forms: overt and covert. 

(More information included in the small school sections below). The goal of these discussions has been to 

bolster our commitment to learning and growing to ensure that School 21 is an anti-racist institution. We 
have an absolute and unwavering belief in this work: it is crucial to our school fulfilling our mission. We 

stand with the Black Lives Matter movement.  

 

Our number 1 priority during this process has been to ensure all young people can discuss these issues in a 
safe space without fear. Feedback from staff is that the conversations have been positive and supportive. 

However, it is worth emphasising that any comments that are intentionally and overtly racist will be dealt 

with in the strongest terms including following the full extent of our behaviour policy. There is no room for 

intolerance in our school community. It is only on this basis that we can move forward together. 

 
We will of course provide support and education for any young person who expresses views which go 

against our values of humanity and community and involve parents in this conversation too. But we will take 

any incidences of deliberate offense very seriously.  

 
We are also having a broad discussion as a staff body to explore what we need to do to become more 

equitable, more diverse and more inclusive. This needs to be and will be a priority going forward. Towards 

the end of this term (or possibly early in September) we want to share our thinking with our community 

and get feedback. In advance please do get in touch with us with thoughts, ideas and reflections. Thank you 

to parents who have already done so. 
 

Further information 

During this time of reflection and learning, School 21 staff have been reaching out to their networks to 

collaborate, learn and strategise. The information here was shared from a colleague working in Highgate 
School in Enfield. It is powerful, clear and important and we are pleased to share this with our community. 

We will continue to share information and resources and welcome submissions and suggestions from our 

community also.  

 

Primary School 
 

Recognition 

I would like to take this opportunity to send shine to all the parents and carers in our community. We 

know it has been hard during this period to balance dealing with a pandemic, working and home-schooling - 
but we have greatly appreciated all your emails and messages of support and seeing you in our class 

hangouts and school assemblies. We cannot wait until we can all be together again!  

 

Our virtual classrooms continue to provide a wide variety of highlights, showcasing how hard everyone is 
working at home! Kairon has shared his thank you card with us as part of our personal commitments, 

Reception has been working on positional language and have made some wonderful videos to share their 

learning with us, Year 1 have been busy making clocks and Year 2 have been building rockets inspired by 

https://www.highlands.enfield.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=4459&type=pdf
https://sites.google.com/school21.org.uk/primaryschool21classroom/home/personal-commitments?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/school21.org.uk/primaryschool21classroom/reception/wow-work?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/school21.org.uk/primaryschool21classroom/year-1/wow-work?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/school21.org.uk/primaryschool21classroom/year-2/recognition-board-from-3rd-june?authuser=0


the text ‘Man on the moon’. I joined Year 4 for their hangout this week to discuss the issue of racism and 

was so impressed by the maturity and openness all students demonstrated during this important discussion! 

Otto was very proud of you all!  
 

School 21 Primary Book Donation  

For the past year we have been redesigning our reading curriculum. We have been working hard to ensure 

our books are diverse and representative of our society. We have ordered new texts for every classroom 
but we think our children deserve even better resources. Buying just one book from our Amazon Donation 

List could make such a HUGE difference to our children. Why not browse through our texts, pick one you 

like and it will soon be on its way to us? We would be so grateful if you shared the link with family and 

friends. Thank you  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1T68XPUJ1SBXK/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_2?_encoding=UTF8&type
=wishlist  

 
 

 
 

Our donations so far! We are blown away by everyone’s generosity!! 
 

Personal Commitments  

We have seen a lot of images in the news that have made us wonder how we can highlight to others how 
to lead our community and circle of influence with kindness and understanding.... so we have made our 

own personal commitments! We hope this inspires you to make one too!  Check ours out here! 

Remember to send me photos of yours so I can add them to the website!!  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1T68XPUJ1SBXK/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_2?_encoding=UTF8&type=wishlist
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1T68XPUJ1SBXK/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_2?_encoding=UTF8&type=wishlist
https://sites.google.com/school21.org.uk/primaryschool21classroom/home/personal-commitments?authuser=0


 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Primary Key Worker Pod  

We are so proud of how the students attending our key worker pod have adapted to our renewed social 

distancing and safety protocols at school, and have been creating some great work throughout the week! 
This week the group looked at adults who can help us, and were even able to have a skype call with a 

Federal Police officer all the way from Australia! They then ‘investigated’ a serious biking ‘accident’ with Ms 

Dilger. Thank you to Ms Berends, Ms Ranken, Ms Jutha and Ms Mazhuykene for leading our key worker 

pods and creating such engaging learning experiences!!  

 
 

 
                             Skype call                       Fingerprinting         

 

 

 



Year 1 Pods 

On Thursday we welcomed more students on site in the Year 1 Pods. Everyone was happy to be back in 

school and, despite the rain, were able to use the outdoor space for learning and games! Everyone was able 
to understand our new social distancing and safety rules, and even though we are in different classrooms 

with different teachers, it has been a great welcome back! And we would like to say a huge thank you to 

the whole team - Ms James, Mr Modini, Ms McCartney, Ms Adams, Ms Hayes and Ms Kosierkiewicz for 

their hard work and enthusiasm!  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Meg Drummond 
 

 

Middle School 
 
Coaching Update 

Our pastoral team, teachers and coaches worked collaboratively this week to ensure that there was 

dedicated time and space for students to talk and share their feelings about the Black Lives Matter 

movement. The openness from the students was moving. We are continuing to work on supporting our 
young people to develop a deeper understanding of the embedded racism that exists in our society, and 

how to actively challenge behaviours in themselves and others to create genuine change.  

 

Online (and onsite!) Learning Offer 

This week, with the wider partial reopening to some of our Year 6 students the Middle School team has 
worked hard on the tricky task of teaching students on and offsite all at once! Teachers and coaches are 

continually getting in contact with families to ensure children are accessing the learning. We are starting an 

additional focus on explicit teaching of hints and tips to support learners working independently.  

 
Please check the online learning timetables below and support your child by reminding them about 

attendance at hangouts and submitting their work to teachers via the Google Classroom. There is a change 

for Year 6 - their science hangout is now at the earlier time of 11:30am on Fridays to accommodate those 

onsite.  

 
 

 



Year 5 Online Offer (Updated 1 June) 

Year 6 Online Offer (Updated 12 June) 

Year 7 Online Offer (Updated 1 June) 
Year 8 Online Offer (Updated 1 June) 

 

Here is a video tutorial as well that may be helpful showing how students can see their upcoming tasks and 

how they create and hand in pieces of work. This may be helpful to watch with your child to help support 
them.  

 

Recognition 

Congratulations to the students who were recognised for upholding our school values of Community, 

Openness, Responsibility, Humanity and Excellence this week. We had 500+ names this week and reached 
a big whole school milestone. Over the year there have been over 20,000 students names added to our 

Menti board! Amazing!  

 

 
 

 

A reminder that our new ‘badge banners’ can now be purchased for £6 through ParentPay - a memento 

from Middle School and a place to keep all of the many badges students earn for being wonderful. These 
will be posted out from the school along with any badges earned during lockdown.  

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1irQ_0Djwh_tRYLfQtyWz4FduX35o1GwzmK8YbrnTQaU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13LqDtHcY_7GTeqpzV5oYaVvIBd0niB7LHX1UGo3TvaA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jYcuulpN96SbUXWUBN2y7JvdFoQkxA0RMHDA5u1qyC4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eM9lKndy7ZMDvWMJXgh9mUPBztp7QxmhJiLA2HOwTGc/edit
https://youtu.be/8R_Viger218


  

 

Above and Beyond - May Winners 
Last week at our Mon Meet Up assembly the May winners for Above and Beyond were announced. Letters 

will be emailed home very soon! Congratulations to those who won last month! June winners coming 

soon…  

 
 

 
 

 

Onsite Update 

This week saw the return of 18 of our Year 6 students into our new pod structure. They have really 
stepped up to follow all the new safety protocols and have been enjoying seeing each other and their 

teachers. We have had a celebrity guest star on site this week as well in the form of Brian, Ms Kyrk’s very 

fast and friendly chihuahua Brian who has been temporarily promoted as our Middle School lead on 

wellbeing - he just makes everyone smile!  

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

A reminder that as the wider reopening continues, we will communicate with parents every Thursday if we 
are able to extend our provision to more students. Parents will need to register via a form if they would 

like their child to attend the following week and will receive a letter of confirmation before the Monday 

their child is due to start. Please do not send your child in unless you have received this letter and keep an 

eye on your email inbox for communications from the school.  

 
 

 

 



Please get in contact with Anna if you have any questions, concerns or feedback on any aspect of our online 

or onsite offers at akyrk@school21.org.uk.    

 
Stay safe, happy and well! 

 

Anna Kyrk 

 
Secondary School 
 

Recognition 
Below is the recognition our students have received this week from their coaches, teachers and heads of 

year. It is fantastic to see so many names on the board each week. Keep up your amazing hard work, we 

are so proud of you. 

 

 
 
We also have lots of students receiving virtual personal postcards of recognition too. Please take a look on 

our website to see the excellent work your students are doing and the recognition they are receiving. 

LINK 

 
We’ve had some amazing moments of secondary students going above and beyond this week.  

 

 Two of our Year 10 students attended a meeting with Newham Detached Youth Team for their 

Real World Learning Placement this week on Tuesday! They presented their idea to create a youth 

led panel where School 21 students, and others in the borough can use their oracy skills to 
advocate for young people who have been mistreated or profiled by the police.  

 A team of Year 9s in the ‘Adopt a Grandparent’ elective made it on to BBC and ITV London news 

this week, as a result of their work befriending residents in a care home in Surrey! Link here to see 

the BBC clip! 

 

Supporting students at home  

Early next week, Year 9 parents will be receiving personalised timetables for your child, so that you can 

continue to support them to access their live sessions at the right time. We are really grateful for all of 

your support with getting students online to their virtual lessons and electives.  
 

What's going on in school this half term?  

All curriculum information can be found on our website HERE. Some highlights include: 

 

 In Year 9, students are working on their chosen electives, crafting essays, artwork, performances, 
compositions and podcasts - students have been working hard to achieve bronze, silver, gold or 

above and beyond badges to display on their eportfolio along with their crafted work!  

mailto:akyrk@school21.org.uk
https://sites.google.com/school21.org.uk/s21-secondary-virtual-school/pastoral/recognition?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/school21.org.uk/s21-secondary-virtual-school/pastoral/recognition?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/school21.org.uk/s21-secondary-virtual-school/pastoral/recognition?authuser=0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NQx4Rwba1VbsUH_EYeUdHQ7rgW_CxTac/view?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/school21.org.uk/s21-secondary-virtual-school
https://sites.google.com/school21.org.uk/s21-secondary-virtual-school/y9-virtual-school/electives/badges?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/school21.org.uk/s21-secondary-virtual-school/y9-virtual-school/electives/badges?authuser=0


 This coming Tuesday (16th) Year 9 students will be taking part in an assembly and coaching session 

to continue discussions around the murder of George Floyd and the Black Lives Matter movement. 

This will run from 9:50am - 11:00am instead of their normal Tuesday 3:1s.  

 In Year 10, students are continuing to work on their GCSE courses through virtual lessons and are 

preparing for their phased return to school next week with 3:1s and assessments the week after. 
More information can be found below on Year 10’s return to school.  

 Every student in the secondary is crafting their Ignite speech, ready for their performances on 14th 

July - you might want to ask your child for a preview of their speech! They should have finished 

their first draft now and be crafting their speech to improve it based on feedback from their 

coaching group.  

 There are enrichment opportunities for all our students and their families taking place across the 

term - keep an eye on our website for updates! 

 

Onsite Learning for Year 10 

We are really excited to welcome our Year 10 students back onsite for their 3:1s next week. Information 
for families from our Q&A session on Thursday night can be found here. Please familiarise yourself with the 

social distancing guidance for next week’s 3:1s by watching the video here.  

 

Key moments for students in Secondary  

 
15th June - Year 10 3:1’s start  

16th June - Year 9 assembly (no 3:1s this week)  

22nd June - Year 10 Assessment week  

29th June - Year 10 Online and onsite provision 

10th July - End of year secondary celebration evening 
14th July – Whole School Virtual Ignite  

 

 

Six21 
 

This week students in Six 21 started a daily Black Lives Matters post highlighting injustices from the UK and 

world-wide, naming Black people who have been murdered and suggesting possible actions we can take. 

Each day one student posts and then nominates another student and we are so proud of all of our students 
for organising this which not only raises awareness but helps us contribute towards positive changes. 

During the assessment week next week, the daily posts will be written by staff members before passing the 

baton back to our student body. In addition, groups of students and staff participated in some incredible 

discussion groups facilitated by MVF to discuss BLM - the discussions were far-ranging and included how to 
be a better ally, intersectionality, micro-aggressions and these forums are reconvening in a couple of weeks 

time. We will be continuing to involve students in shaping actions moving forward and welcome any 

parents who would also like to be involved. 

 

We are also asking everyone in the Six 21 community to take a moment on Sunday to reflect as it will be 3 
years since the terrible fire at Grenfell Towers where 72 people died. There will be a classroom post over 

the weekend and we encourage students to attend the virtual Memorial Service happening at 11:00am. 

 

Next week there are no lessons of any description for sixth form students. Year 13 students will continue 

to receive wellbeing support and help with their next steps. 
 

Year 12 have an assessment and wellbeing week as per the schedule below. These assessments are centred 

around the principle of wellbeing and are specifically designed for students to be successful so we can 

celebrate the learning and progress students have made this year despite incredibly challenging 
circumstances! In addition, we will be able to use these assessments to provide personalised feedback and 

actions students can take so they move into Year 13 in the best possible way. 

 

 

https://sites.google.com/school21.org.uk/s21-secondary-virtual-school/y9-virtual-school/enrichment?authuser=0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1FfKQ_Hhfdka3NLjEoIcSi-mGJBs9Y06vqk8dOhwNW5Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=4&v=adANFeH5cBY&feature=emb_logo
https://justice4grenfell.org/2669/


 
 

On-site: students who have opted to sit assessments on-site have been sent personalised timetables as we 

have to stagger arrival and departure times. They need to bring equipment such as laptop/tablet, pens, 

calculators etc. and we have sanitising wipes for these. All paper resources are provided. Students on-site 
for assessments have also all been offered a 1:1 wellbeing conversation whilst they are on-site. Some 

students have opted to sit assessments at home and come in for a wellbeing conversation after the 

assessments are over and we will email appointments for these next week. 

 

Off-site: students will need to join their Period 2 Google Meet call by 9:30am on each day they have an 
assessment. They will be welcomed by a subject specialist who will help reassure anyone who is stressed 

and talk through the arrangements for the assessment. Students will then access their assessments and the 

teacher will be there to support and ensure all students have the assessment. The call will then finish 

(approx. 9:40am) and students will complete the assessment in the time allocated. It is crucial that students 
keep to this and follow all instructions they are given so that we can give them the best feedback 

afterwards. At the end of the assessment students should take a break, have a drink and snack etc. and then 

upload or submit their work. Students who are continuing to work solely off-site are receiving wellbeing 

calls from their coaches twice across the half term. 

 
Art 

Art students who are on-site will pick up art resources on their last day of assessments. Students 

completing work off-site will be invited to collect resources for their art work on Friday 19th June. 

 
Attendance 

Please email attendance@school21.org.uk if your child is unwell or unable to attend a virtual or on-site 

session. 

 

Links to useful resources regarding next week: 
Six 21 Social Distancing Video 

Parent Mtg Slides 

Parent mtg video 

FAQs for parents 
 

The week after next (22nd June onwards) is a reading and wellbeing week for students. In general, there 

won’t be any subject activities during this week with teachers and instead students will be reading and 

accessing other materials provided by the department. In addition, there will be a range of non-subject 

activities taking place - these are being finalised now based on feedback from students around what would 
be best for them and we will share a calendar of events next week. 

 

Key Dates 

15th - 19th June: Assessment and wellbeing week 

22nd - 26th June: Reading and wellbeing week 
29th June - 13th July: Feedback, actions and preparation for Year 13 focus (Mixture of on-site and virtual 

provision) 

14th July: Whole School Virtual Ignite 

 
 

 

 

mailto:attendance@school21.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=LERVcYg4DZ4
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1tY0S9SboCJUlr27EM9l55q3W5tu5fPAptAE7bsFXu_A
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RMN-eJvdXt0C03Q0Zie-84aZ6-8VSVl-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1-4LTR3xFU5ELnI57V1VVy47K7G7jcLW9tWC67pVowq8


As always, if there is anything we can do to support your child or you have any queries please contact 

either Ms Harvey (Head of Year 12) on kharvey@school21.org.uk or Ms Spencer (Head of Six 21) on 

kspencer@school21.org.uk. 
 

Best wishes, 

 

Karenann Spencer 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 
Oli de Botton 

Headteacher 

 
 

mailto:kharvey@school21.org.uk
mailto:kspencer@school21.org.uk

