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7th May 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Parent Letter – 07/05/2020 

 

I hope everyone is able to keep healthy and well. Thank you for all your messages and feedback. Please get 

in touch if there are other ways we can provide support in this period.  

In the papers and on our TV screens at the moment there is a huge amount of speculation about what the 

next period of this crisis may look like for schools. Whilst we would all welcome some clarity and guidance, 
we also appreciate that some people may feel worried about what this may mean for you and your families. 

Whatever is decided at the national level we will take our time to make sure we have the right set-up for 

everyone in our community: students, staff and families. We will phase any return in the way that is best for 

the well-being of all. We will endeavour to communicate with you as clearly as possible. It is likely that we 

will have a few weeks to implement a plan once an announcement has been made. 

As founders of the school, we have never felt prouder and more grateful to have had the opportunity to 

open a school here all those years ago. Everyone has pulled together so brilliantly. We are also immensely 

proud of how our amazing staff have risen to this challenge. As you know they have gone above and beyond 

in their support for children - both to nurture well-being and to continue their high quality education.  

Peter Hyman and Oli de Botton 

 

This newsletter includes: 

 

1. A video about ‘Community Ignite’ 
2. A keeping in touch reminder 

3. Updates from all our small schools 

4. Provisional term dates for next year 

 

Community Ignite Project - Video Launch 
 

 
 

 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14GnDPn2gZoLvaRieWz26F5ddTTLXiNgb/view?usp=sharing


 

Attendance and Keeping in Touch 

Thank you to all the parents/carers who have completed the well-being survey as well as supporting their 
children in completing the student survey. Your responses are helping us review our practices in the short 

and long term.  

 

We ask that you continue to keep us informed of any changes in your circumstances that may be relevant 
to us as a school community. Please let us know if your child is unable to attend virtual lessons or of any 

events that may have an impact on their well-being using the following email address: 

attendance@school21.org.uk 

 

Primary School 
 

Head of Primary - Mrs Drummond mdrummond@school21.org.uk 

 

Virtual learning site: https://sites.google.com/school21.org.uk/primaryschool21classroom/home 
 

Thank you to all of the families who joined us for our first whole school assembly last Friday! It was so 

amazing to see everyone and to share a celebration of everyone’s hard work! Due to the amazing success 

of this assembly, we will be doing this weekly going forward starting from Friday 15th May. The code to join 
is here: https://meet.google.com/scc-coja-zye  

In our next assembly we will be learning our new community song with the help of Ms Wall, Mrs Silver and 

Ms Weerasekera - so make sure you come along! Keep an eye on our virtual classroom for an update on 

this (you can find it as a drop down from our welcome page).  

 
This week we have read some great letters from the three little pigs on the Year 2 page - the language you 

are using in your writing is very impressive! Head over to the Year 4 page to watch a very creative stop 

animation film made by Leo to retell the story of Kensuke’s Kingdom! Ebo Excellence would be very proud 

of all of you! 
 

 
 

 
Don’t forget our whole school project - Community Ignite! We would love to hear and see what you have 

done so far, so please send in photos or videos of your work to Ms Weerasekera 

(aweerasekera@school21.org.uk) and we can share them on our virtual classroom!  

 
I know a lot of families have taken this time at home to bake and cook special family meals! If you have 

baked/cooked anything at home and would like to share the recipe with us we would be delighted! Please 

send all recipes and photos of your creations to Mrs Drummond (mdrummond@school21.org.uk) and 

keep an eye on our virtual classroom for a special ‘Cooking Champions’ page (you can find it as a drop 

down from our welcome page)!  
 

I would also like to take this time to recognise Ms Dilger and Ms Placks who have taken the time to deliver 

special activity packs and food packages to members of our community - together we are stronger!  

 
Thank you all for your continued support, and if we can help or support in any way, please do contact the 

school.  
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Middle School 
 

Head of Middle - Ms Kyrk - akyrk@school21.org.uk 

 
Thank you to all of our wonderful students and their families who have continued to engage so positively in 

our online offer. Please see below for this week’s updates! 

 

Online Learning Offer Updates 

 
Please note that all students should have signed up to an art course via this website. Please keep an eye 

each week on the online offer timetables - these will update automatically with any changes to the online 

learning offer. The links are below for each year group.   

 

Year 5 Online Offer (Updated 7 May) 
Year 6 Online Offer (Updated 7 May) 

Year 7 Online Offer (Updated 7 May) 

Year 8 Online Offer (Updated 7 May) 

 
Music in the Middle School - Reminder 

 

If your child is having online instrumental lessons, please make sure you have completed the Zoom consent 

form here: https://forms.gle/Cq9s5j7zdrQKQ1fa6 

 
If you have any questions or concerns regarding music, please email music@school21.org.uk and a member 

of the team will get back to you.  

 

Middle School Science Study 
 

A letter was sent home earlier this week detailing a study that Ms Turner (Year 5 Matterhorn teacher) is 

conducting for her Masters qualification. The results of this will also be very useful for the Middle School to 

use to improve and further develop our science curriculum offer. We encourage all students to share their 

opinions through the online survey accessible through the Google Classrooms. Parents must give their 
consent by providing the password below to their child to participate:  

 

fluffypanda 
 
If you have any questions regarding the survey, please contact Ms Turner at mturner@school21.org.uk  

 

Middle School MasterChef 

 
This week during the Mon Meet Up the Student Voice representatives launched a cross-school competition 

for all Middle School classes. Middle School MasterChef has set three at-home baking challenges for any 

students who would like to join in!  

 

Week 1: Cookies (entries due tomorrow!) 
Week 2: Cupcakes 

Week 3: Freestyle! (your choice!) 
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The student voice reps will vote on anonymised entries and our winners per year group after the three 

challenges will receive a chef’s trophy! Shout out to Ms Leggett for the original idea for the event. 

  
Community Ignite - Middle School 

This week our Ignite groups across the school have started! Students in Year 5 and 6 will be working with 

their teachers whilst Year 7 and 8 students have been allocated into small ‘fire-pit’ groups with a mentor to 

start building their incredible speeches. All students this week are working on their own ‘Mood Boards’, 
collecting words, quotes, images and ideas together that represent their opinions of what community is.  

  

Recognition 

We broke our record with over 610 names last week on the recognition board. Well done to everyone 

who made their latest badge colour milestone! Join us on Monday at 9:00am to hear the latest recognition 
updates and notices for the week at our Mon Morning Meet Up! Link will be posted on all classrooms just 

before.  

 

 
  

Congratulations as well to our Above and Beyond winners for April - all winners during lockdown will 

attend a Nandos meal when school and the restaurants reopen! Parents, please check your email for the 

winner’s letters.  
 

  

 
 



Secondary School 
 
Head of Secondary - Ms Futo - rfuto@school21.org.uk 

Virtual learning site: https://sites.google.com/school21.org.uk/s21-secondary-virtual-school/y9-virtual-

school 

 
Community Ignite  

Here is where you can find all the information about Community Ignite. This week we saw Mr Hyman 

perform his own community ignite speech and break it down into the key components of a speech.  Next 

week tune in for Ms Hughes session - ‘Grab ‘em by the Ghoulies’ at 1:30pm on Monday.  

 
Recognition  

Each week students are being recognised on a menti board by their teachers. This is a more practical way 

of doing recognition in the virtual space.  A big well done to all of the students who have received 

recognition this week from their teachers. It is fantastic to see so many students engaging so well with their 

learning!  
 

 
 

For information and if you want to follow our newsletter we are moving our recognition & student 

newsletter to our website. https://sites.google.com/school21.org.uk/s21-secondary-virtual-
school/pastoral/recognition 

 

Well-being 

Did you know that most of the successful people in the world practise mindfulness? 

Mindfulness helps to become calm and manage stress and these 1 hour sessions will introduce you to new 
ways to practice mindfulness, including Yoga, Meditation, mindful baking and more! 

 

Mindfulness drop - in sessions 

Every Thursday at 3:30pm 
Classroom Joining Code: clrcqel 

 

All students are welcome to join.  

 

We really appreciate this is a challenging time for families and want to ensure you have as much support as 
possible. Please contact us if you need any assistance during this time.  

 

Year 9 lbernard@school21.org.uk  

Year 10 rrahman@school21.org.uk 

Year 11 suddin@school21.org.uk  
 

We have developed a website to support students and parents with their well-being. This site has lots of 

really helpful links you and your child can use for support.  

https://sites.google.com/school21.org.uk/s21-secondary-virtual-school/pastoral/support 
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Enrichment 

We have developed an enrichment offer for students and families to take part in. Here is the website for 

you to browse at your leisure. https://sites.google.com/school21.org.uk/s21-secondary-virtual-school/home 
 

Year 9  

A fantastic first week of our new curriculum for Year 9.  It has been a real pleasure listening to students 

reflect on their electives this week. All information regarding our virtual curriculum for Year 9 can be found 
here 

https://sites.google.com/school21.org.uk/s21-secondary-virtual-school 

 

Timetable here 

All students now have their own personalised timetable which can be found on their coaching google 
classrooms. 

  

 
 

Year 9 Options  

We have written a separate letter to parents regarding the Year 9 options process which can be found 

here 

 
Year 10 Update  

Year 10 students are getting lots of recognition for their commitment to their learning this week which is 

so exciting, we are incredibly proud of your hard work. Year 10 information can be found here. This 

includes timetables and curriculum maps.  
 

Year 11 Update  

EXCITING OPPORTUNITY - EtonX Online Course 

 

We have been really lucky to secure a fantastic online learning course from Eton called 'Make an impact'. 
The course is available to all Year 11 students and is completely free to sign up for! This is a great 

opportunity to keep motivated and develop the skills students will need for university/apprenticeships/jobs. 

As the course is non-subject specific it is relevant for all students. EtonX’s Future Skills Programme course 

includes 7-10 hours of self-study content and is run by an Eton teacher. 

 
The course is made up of 8 units: 

 

1. Orientation 

2. Being Assertive 
3. Active Listening 

4. Managing Requests 

5. Influence and Empathy 

6. Influence and Trust 

7. Influence and Persuasion 
8. Summing up 
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Students need to: 

 

1. Visit the EtonX website and click sign up: https://signup.etonx.com/ 
2. Choose Sign up with Access Code. 

3. Enter their Access Code. (Access code: 2M5S4S7L ) 

4. Follow the on-screen instructions. Please sign up with your school email address. 

5. Congratulations! You can now get started on your course. 
 

Once your child has created their account, they can always log in at https://learn.etonx.com/login to finish 

their registration and access their course. If you face any issues during sign up or have any questions, please 

contact etonxoffer@etoncollege.org.uk or email Ms Uddin suddin@school21.org.uk 

with any issues. 
 

Six 21 
 

Head of Six 21 - Ms Spencer - kspencer@school21.org.uk 
 

Year 12 Update 

 

1. University Applications 
 

Students have begun to explore options after sixth form in assembly and Quest coaching. There are a 

wealth of online resources we are using including the UCAS website, University league tables and AIM 

(apprenticeship) website.  
 

2. Reminder re absence 

 
It is vital that students are attending all virtual lessons and, if they are unable to attend, that a 

parent/guardian emails attendance@school21.org.uk . Please see this document for further detail regarding 

usual timings of all lessons.   

 
Year 13 

Students have a large number of opportunities - subject specific ones are being shared via subject 

classrooms and there are also wider opportunities (see below). In addition, a fantastic course with Eton 

College has been started by Year 13 students this week - there is still time to join this and we recommend 

that all students participate in this.  
 

We are still waiting for information from Ofqual and exam boards following the consultation into the 

awarding of qualifications this year. We will update the year group once we receive this. 

 
Finally, the Student Finance deadline is fast approaching - we will be providing additional support through 

Quest coaching in the coming weeks so please ensure you participate and ask any questions you have. You 

may find this video helpful if you need more information about student loans. 

 

Sixth Form Opportunities, Courses and Enrichment 
We launched a website this week containing all of the courses, enrichment and other opportunities 

available to our sixth form students. These are a fantastic set of opportunities for students to continue 

their wider education and stand out in university and career applications. 

 

4. Provisional Term Dates for 2020/2021 
 

Provisional term dates are included here. They may be subject to change. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 
O de Botton 

Headteacher 
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